
District 49 Minutes Friday February 8th, 2019 

1. Opened w/ “The Serenity Prayer” & “The Declaration of Unity.” 

2. Guests/Visitors-Tate-Bridging the Gap Ad Hoc 

3. Roll Call-Groups in attendance: 2nd Step Group, Choices Group, Conyngham Group, 

Greater Lehighton Group, How It Works Group, Last Chance Group, Open Minds 

Women’s Group, Recovery-Unity-Service Group, Sober Saturdays Group, Tamaqua 

Group, and West Hazelton Noon Group (11/24) 

4. Tradition & Concepts 

a) Tradition 2-Vicki read & discussed-I am here representing my Group right now, I 

might have my opinion, but it’s easy for me as someone who trusts in a Higher 

Power to accept what the Groups conscience, what the Group decides, 

accepting that the Groups conscience is more important than my opinion.  

b) Concept 2-Frank read & discussed-Concept two, that the Groups delegated to 

the Conference complete authority to the active maintenance of our World 

Services. The Groups Delegated their leadership role to a General Service 

Conference. Thus, the General Service Conference of the AA’s is the actual voice 

and effective conscience of our whole Society and its world affairs, who meet 

with the Board of Trustees every 2 years.  

5. Visitors 

a) Tate: Adhoc Chair-NEPA Adhoc Committee-Bridging the Gap-the Committee 

has been meeting since summer and felt it would be beneficial to come out 

and report on what the Committee has been doing at Intergroup. Two basic 

definitions for the Ad-Hoc Committee as a temporary Committee with a 

defined purpose, with a year term.  1)If it would be possible or feasible for 

NEPA Intergroup Area to make a permanent chair for Bridging the Gap. 2)That 

Bridging the Gap from Sober AA’s point of view is a temporary commitment to 

help new AA’s that are coming out of Correctional Facilities or Treatment 

Centers to get to a handful of meetings within their Area. The way the 

selection process works is if someone is being released, we try to team them 

up with a someone within that persons Area. The idea is to take them to a few 

meetings and expose them to the AA way of life. We have forms that we would 

like to distribute to all the Groups, a pamphlet explaining what Bridging the 

Gap is. Tate mentioned the last time he visited District 49 he was looking for 

volunteers to help in discussions on direction for the Ad Hoc committee. The 

committee has reviewed a large amount of literature and information, from 

one book in particular, provided at the last Panel by the Corrections and 

Treatment Accessibilities Sub-Committee from the Area.  Tate discussed 



speaking with the Corrections and Treatment Sub-Committee Chairs from the 

Area level. Part of the delegates recommendations was to continue what was 

going on, or what had been started by the previous panel. The idea is that the 

Area will be the Hub, but if that does not work, the Intergroup for NEPA will be 

the Hub. The Ad-Hoc committee is continuing to ask for the forms to be filled 

out by volunteers and to turn them in to John, the DCM, who can get them to 

Tate. Currently they have approximately 50 contacts. Tate has been visiting 

various Districts to start spreading the word and get a better idea how many 

people want to get involved, and to review again in April. As far as any action 

taking place, Tate stated that they are not there yet, that they are trying to be 

prudent and not wanting to waste the Groups money. Bill, who was visiting 

with Tate stated that the chances of someone staying Sober improve greatly by 

like 50 to 60% when someone getting out of a Correctional Facility or 

Treatment Center gets to a meeting the first day they get out. Forms should be 

returned to John or Intergroup. John asked if the Committee has reached out 

to Carbon County Corrections and Tate stated they are not that far along with 

the program yet, so no Institutions have been contacted yet. Chris asked who 

is going to have the contacts information. Tate replied that Area, Intergroup, 

and the District. The information will not be provided the contacts list, the 

Coordinator would be contacted by the Facility and the Coordinator would be 

responsible for finding a contact for the Newcomer. John mentioned that years 

ago his group had a Bridging the Gap Workshop, and that it has come a long 

way, and that would be a fantastic topic for any upcoming Workshops. Tate 

mentioned that there will be training workshops planned for volunteers 

focused on Safety and Education, which is all for down the road.  

For any questions, Tate’s contact # is 570-855-7218. Forms can also be mailed 

to NEPA Intergroup, 422 N. Main Street, Pittston, PA 18640-Att: BTG 

Coordinator.  

 

6. Officers Reports 

a) DCM Report- John & Joe went to the DCM orientation in Lebanon. They got a 

lot out of it.  John is signed up for public Information by one of the delegates 

he was assigned a topic, which is Controlling the a rea of Scranton.  He will sit 

in on a few District meeting & spreading the word to bring back to area & 

district website to include such activities such as dances, picnics, & workshops. 

He spoke to the officer at large & asked him if AGSR’ could fill such positions 

that need to be filled such as PI and Achieves.  He stated that “It is totally up to 



our district.”  It would be helpful to have AGSR’s, that would be beneficial to fill 

positions currently available.  June 8th is the date for a Mini Assembly 

Workshop in Bloomsburg, if anyone is interested in attending.  As a District we 

are recommended to support by volunteering.  John & Joe have chosen to tear 

down.  A flyer should be available at the March Area meeting.  This is the Mini 

Assembly of Delegates discussing issues they brought up since attending 

General Service Conference in New York.  This will also be the date for 

Founders Day.  

 

b) ADCM Report- Joe L.-Joe & John will be visiting the dark meetings in hope that 

more GSR’s will attend district. 

 

c) Secretary Report-Lou D.-Emailed & snail mailed to all groups that were present 

last month. He asked for updated GSR/Alt GSR’s contact information. There 

were also expenditures, which were $4.38 for mailing & printing. Requested 

expense forms for future expenses.  Vicki will make sure he receives forms.  

Millie will complete a form in order to have minutes emailed. John also 

reminded officer’s that if GSR’s would like minutes, they must attend the 

District meeting. Chris H. made motion, Linda seconded. Minutes accepted. 

 

d) Treasurer’s Report-Vicky B.- she gave Officers a copy of report.  Please see 

attached District 49 Treasure’s Report. 

 

e) Intergroup Report-In need of officer’s position to be filled. John did however 

ask Tammy from intergroup for racks for pamphlets that goes to places 

through “Adopt a Spot”.  Sy K. will be asked if he is able to pick them up for us, 

if not an Officer can pick up.  Intergroup meetings are held every Tuesday of 

the month, however if a holiday falls or bad weather, the office will be closed, 

located at 714 Hawthorne, Avoca Pa. at 7:00 pm or 6:30 pm if anyone is 

interested in attending Bridging the Gap Ad-Hoc.  Please also note that if the 

Pittston area schools closed, there will be no Intergroup meeting.   

 

7. Group Problems, Issues, or Question on the District, Intergroup, Area, and GSO. 

a) Vickie received an email that the, Saturday night This is How it Works group is 

closed in White Haven at Saint Patrick’s Church.   

b) A person that is a member of AA broke his anonymity giving his whole name 

and identified himself as an alcoholic/addict, which appears to associate NA 

with AA. The picture that was taken & put in The Morning Call was him & the 



background of Greater Lehighton meeting held at The Trinity Lutheran Church 

while smoking a cigarette quoting “This is me before I go into the AA meeting”.  

He also broke another’s anonymity stating their first & last name stating that 

he will probably see him in the meetings.  There were, in fact, 2 pictures taken.  

John contacted The Morning call & explained that this was not acceptable 

concerning Alcoholics Anonymous.  The Morning Call cleaned up the next of 

the 3- part series.  In reference to this situation Chris H. did email the woman 

from The Morning Call & explain our traditions & gave her the GSO’s phone 

number & address to call if she had any questions in reference to how the 

press should handle anonymity towards others.  The gentleman that did this 

does attend AA meetings.  Chris H. & the gentleman’s sponsor sat down & 

spoke to the individual about his part in it.  Paula S. mentioned that a 

gentleman with a camera also took pictures of AA members outside the AA 

meeting afterwards, but this picture did not appear in the paper, however 4 

individuals’ anonymity was broken within the picture taken. 

8. Committees: 

a) Corrections Women’s- Vickie has new clearance forms for the prison. She has 

been trying to get new badge photos taken, but the women have to use other 

old badges or license. She needs a response from the warden after emailing 

him.  Chris mentioned that when the men went to give the meeting, they were 

told  they couldn’t have a meeting, due to there being a lot of women 

attending the AA meeting. The men’s meeting cannot be illuminated because 

of this. 

 

b) Corrections Men’s- Chris H. pointed out that the Mahony & Coal’s meeting are 

not part of our district. All the volunteer forms involving clearance as well as 

mentioning them in our minutes in the future needs to be removed. Vickie is 

making necessary adjustments to have the 2 prisons removed. Vickie also 

needs someone to take over women’s meeting commitment. 

 

c) Hospitals & Institutions-Need Position filled. John notified officer’s and asked 

for us to take the information back to our home groups that the hospital 

meetings at the Lehighton Saint Luke’s has been temporarily stopped. John will 

give us notice when we can start up the hospital meetings again. John will 

meet with the head of facility to work on continuing meetings. The hospital 

wants to know who is going to attend for every meeting, but this information is 

unpredictable. We need to wait for superior of the hospital to let us know 



what need’s to be provided.  Paula S. stated that that is why it is imperative 

that we have an HI committee.  

 

d) Public Information-None-Need position filled. 

 

e) Unity Breakfast/Workshop Dan B.- They have a meeting on the breakfast.  The 

next meeting will be in Center City Sunday at 11:00 am.  He had 200 tickets 

printed out if anyone is interested to take back to their home group.  He 

provided officers with a flyer.  He has a receipt for the printing of the tickets to 

turn in. Please refer to the flyer.  We have 2 weeks up until the event to have 

the tickets turned in which will be March 23rd, & no tickets will not be sold at 

the door.  Next committee meeting the group will make sure to send it to 

Vickie to put on the shout out.  Take it back to homegroups to make a basket 

for it. Joe also said that the Conyngham group has agreed to also put on a 

workshop. He is bringing tentative dates after group has a meeting to notify 

him to being back to district. 

 

f) Archives Report- Need someone to chair & fill this position. John has archives 

info to give those that may need it to support or show up for workshop or mini  

assembly notify John and he will bring needed information. 

 

g) Website Report-Vicky working on connecting district 49 list to the meeting  

guide. She gave everyone meeting guide page. Please take back to home        

groups. District 49 should be on app for meeting. 

 

h) Unity Report-No Report 

  

9. Upcoming Events-Mentioned in DCM Report & ADCM report 

 

10. Old Business- Lou D.  stated that he forgot to add John is looking into other hospitals.  

Also added Vickie has a new Hospital Meeting format which is available in the website.  

Information needs to be added to the Website that the Conyngham group is putting on 

an upcoming Workshop/Luncheon 

 

11. New Business- John- is currently looking into finding a printer to print out meeting lists 

for district officers to take back to home groups or used for Adopt a spot. Intergroup will 

print off meeting lists for us.  Vickie will let Frank know when meeting lists are complete 

& he will pick them up.  Paula mentioned that Megan who was our Intergroup Officer 



gave her the phone number of Tammy from intergroup so that we can call her in 

advance to give her a list of meeting lists or literature we many need at a pick -up point. 

 

12. Motion to close- Chris H. made a motion, Dan 2nd. Closed with The Serenity Prayer 

 

Yours in Service 

Lou D 

 

aadistrict49secretary@gmail.com 
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