
District 49 Minutes Friday October 11th, 2019 

1. John R opened w/ “The Serenity Prayer” & “The Declaration of Unity.” 

2. Guests/Visitors-None 

3. Roll Call-Groups in attendance: 2nd Step Group, Center City Group, Choices Group, 

Conyngham Group, Daily Reflections Group,  How It Works Group, Last Chance Group, 

Open Minds Women’s Group, Promises Group, Recovery-Unity Service, Sober Saturdays 

Group, Tamaqua Group (12/24) 

4. Tradition & Concepts 

a. Tradition 10- “Alcoholics Anonymous has no opinion on out-side issues; hence the 

A.A. name ought never be drawn into public controversy.” Read and discussed by 

Chris H. & Lou 

b. Concept 10- “Every service responsibility should be matched by an equal service 

authority — the scope of such authority to be always well defined whether by 

tradition, by resolution, by specific job description or by appropriate charters and by 

laws.” Read and discussed by Frank 

5. Officers Reports 

a) DCM Report-John R-Had an Operation on July 22nd and have been struggling 

recovering from it. I have been unable to attend meetings and have been mostly 

recovering in my home. I have new meeting lists based on new information gathered 

as of 9/6/2019. On the Structure Manual, when giving your reports, please make 

note of any changes you would like in it, and we will vote on the changes and vote 

on accepting it at the end of the meeting. There were a few changes not showing on 

the new meeting lists. Vickie stated she has been making the changes. There were 

quite a few changes that needed to be made with a few Groups. Mike from Daily 

Reflections mentioned, later in the meeting, that the group is not on it. John 

mentioned that there has been a lot going on with the Convention coming up, and 

changeover in Trusted Servants, which might lead to some confusion on why the 

meeting lists are not correct. 

b) ADCM Report- Joe L.- Joe said he would talk about the Workshop when the meeting 

got to that point, as well as Intergroup. On October 20th, there is a District Function 

in Hershey he plans on attending. John stated he would attend as well. This would 

be a Quarterly District Workshop. 

c) Secretary Report-No Report 

d) Treasurer’s Report-Vickie B-Could not understand, need clearer reading of amounts. 

Chris motioned to accept. Vote unanimous.  

e) Intergroup Report-Joe L-First time at the Intergroup, found it to be very different. 

The Back to Basics meeting is hosting a Halloween Dance on October 26th, passed 



flyers out for that. They had some people step down and voted in some new people. 

It went very fast and Joe said he had a hard time keeping up. They voted in new 

Chairpersons. At the end of the meeting they go over commitments, which were 

mostly in the Wilkes-Barre Scranton Area. Joe has officially taken the Intergroup Rep 

position. Steve stated he would like to go with him. John mentioned it is the 2nd 

Tuesday of the Month. Chris H also mentioned he would like to go. 

 

6. Group Problems, Issues, or Question on the District, Intergroup, Area, and GSO 

a) None 

7. Committees 

a) Archives-Dan B-Could not make it to the workshop, Steve filled in. he will be 

attending Last Chance on October 30th. Will also be attending the Conference. 

Nothing for Structure Manual. 

b) Corrections Men-Chris H.- We are in desperate need of Men for commitments. Right 

now, only the Monday night meeting is being regularly maintained. The Wednesday 

meeting is very sporadic. The women have been taking the meeting spot on 

Wednesday and it doesn’t allow for the Men to have a meeting.  Need to schedule 

this better between Chris and Vickie. Vickie said she has talked to the women about 

going in and taking the meeting spot on a Wednesday from the Men. It has become 

an issue because the meeting room for the Women has been too small at times and 

they have moved into the room that the men use. Much discussion followed. Need 

to come up with a solution for this issue. Monica asked if Vickie reviews the policies 

of the commitment.  There was more discussion that followed. There is also the 

issue of Teen Challenge going in. Chris stated we are at the discretion of the 

Warden’s and how they handle the situations when there are too many women and 

they get moved into the Men’s meeting location. Chris stated he is not going to 

change any dates for meetings until it is discussed with the Prison. He has no 

changes for the Service Structure Manual. Dan-What is the criteria for members to 

take meetings in. Chris explained the policies for Members to take a meeting in. 

Chris also stated that he is not prepared to take a meeting into Hickory Run until the 

situation with Carbon County is more organized. 

c) Corrections Women-Vickie B-Everything is fine. She has no changes suggested for 

the Structure Manual. 

d) Hospitals & Institutions-John R.-Nothing in the foreseeable future for St. Lukes at 

this time. There are a lot more people and a whole new wing in the Mental Health 

section. No changes for Structure Manual. 

e) Public Information-Frank B.-Adopt-A-Spot is starting to come together. Several 

people signed up. There were no Events attended for the month. The Recovery Walk 



in Lehighton was the last event attended. John stated there was an event coming for 

Doyle Heffley D&A Awareness event. Mike asked about an Adopt-A-Spot rack for 

Hope & Coffee in Tamaqua. Went through materials inherited from the past PI Chair, 

much of it was not suitable for Public Information use, so he has it available if 

Groups want to take any. Frank has no changes for PI in Structure Manual. Dan had a 

question about why we don’t have meeting lists in them, as they are the most 

important. Frank stated he does put some in between pamphlets. 

f) Unity Breakfast/Workshops- Joe L- Workshop was very successful. They were 

impressed with Archives and Grapevine. We had 33 people attending. Pros and 

Cons. Possible different date. Food is something that needs to be reviewed, had too 

much of some things and not enough of others. There were $47 in donations. Joe 

wanted to donate it to the Church. A motion was put on the floor and was passed 

immediately. Event was very successful. Monica enjoyed it very much, but we did 

not have many in attendance from the Committee itself, and she felt badly about 

that.  Steve suggested that we Pre-Register for the Workshop, and Chris stated that 

would be hard. We should focus on being more involved for the next one in the 

future, and really push involvement. Frank asked if we might want to start it later.  

Joe said we should discuss it more when we begin planning for next year. Barb 

wanted to thank Joe and Monica for a great day. Regarding the Unity Breakfast, Dan 

said his Group is willing to step up and put on the Unity Breakfast again. Dan said he 

would form a Committee and get things started. Joe said we should hold off until 

January to revisit the next Workshop. 

g) Grapevine-Monica-Grapevine is fantastic. She really enjoyed presenting at the 

Workshop. Everyone’s story is important. She sold some books and gave away a lot 

of Grapevines. She has $47 for the District from book sales and needs to purchase 

more. She has an Expense form for $23 for more Literature. She will be attending 

Last Chance Group Anniversary on the 30th. No changes suggested for the Structure 

Manual. 

h) Website Report-Vickie B-Will need to pay for the Domain name and hosting for 2 

years which is $228.00. Any changes or recommendations please submit to me. She 

received a notice that the Domain & Hosting was due. Committee asked they be 

notified before the Bill is paid. Vickie stated that she made notes regarding changes 

in the Structure Manual. 1) User ID and Password be shared with at least one other 

Individual on the committee, Chris suggested the DCM. 2) Maintain copies of the 

District Minutes for District 49 Archives. This has been created and she would like it 

to be shared with Committee Officers. 3) Update and Distributing confidential 

contact list information to District Officers only. We cannot display email addresses 



on the Website.  Vickie feels that this should be at the discretion of the Website 

Officer.  

i) Unity Report-Celia-Still working on getting some more GSR’s. She has been talking 

with someone regarding Bear Mountain, but the Group member interested has 

under 1 year Sober. She keeps stressing the importance of a GSR attending District. 

Steve asked what is Unity Committee? Celia and Barb stated that they work with 

Dark Meetings who are not represented at District level. Joe mentioned that any 

GSR within the District can help promote Unity at any Home Group. Joe L-mentioned 

that it can be very beneficial to their Sobriety. 

 

8. Upcoming Events-  

a) Dan-Back to Basics group Halloween Dance on October 24th in Schuylkill Haven.   

b) Last Chance is having it’s 28th Anniversary, Food & Recovery. Archive and Grapevine 

will be there.  

c) Steve-Serenity Sunday Group having its 29th Anniversary, on Sunday, October 28th, 

having Pizza.  

9. Old Business-  

a) Joe L-Joe-question regarding District purchasing Literature for Dark Groups. Chris 

called GSO and asking them about breaking Traditions. They stated they are not the 

Arbitrators and would not rule on possible Traditions. They suggested doing a 

District Group Conscience on the issue. They also suggested he call the Area 

Delegate on what his take was on it. Chris had several discussion via email on this, 

and they way he interpreted it is that District should have had GSRs take the 

question back to Home Groups on the request for Literature requests from 

struggling groups. In other words, District should not have made the decision on its 

own. It wasn’t a Tradition violation; however it was a failure of the process. The 

literature was not necessarily for Daily Reflections, it may have been better served 

by providing 1-Big Book and 1-12 & 12 to each Group. There was a ton of discussion 

following, but basically what Chris stated was that District is not responsible for 

buying books for Groups, Groups are individually responsible for purchasing their 

own books through District-Intergroup. If the District wishes to provide books, it 

should only be permitted after obtaining approval from Groups. Also, anything 

purchased under PI is not Districts, it belongs to PI, as this is billed to Intergroup 

Public Information. So they are PI’s property to distribute. Again, there was a ton of 

discussion which confused even me, so to summarize, the books that were 

purchased under PI should be returned. The books that Vickie purchased, she may 

distribute as she desires, but the money earmarked for PI Literature should not be 

used for Districts Groups.  



b) As a point of order, we should not skip the groups, we should take back any requests 

for Literature from Groups within the District back to Home Groups for a vote. 

c) GSO sent examples of District Inventory and Group Inventory worksheets, on how 

we might be doing as a District or as a Group.  

d) Barb-Was wondering if District Secretary could distribute the Group Inventory 

worksheets 

e) Joe-Since he is the IGR Rep, he can take care of any Literature that needs to be 

ordered by Groups or District. Joe has the Order Form for purchasing Literature. It is 

available online as well or at the District Website. Lou will distribute Group Inventory 

worksheets. 

10. New Business-  

a) Joe-Vickie please bring the changes needed for the Structure Manual for next 

month. 

11. Motion to Close- John asked for a motion to Close, Frank motioned, Monica 2nd. Closed 

with- I am Responsible. 

 

Yours in Service 

Lou D 

 

aadistrict49secretary@gmail.com 
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