
District 49 Minutes Friday September 13th, 2019 

1. Joe L opened w/ “The Serenity Prayer” & “The Declaration of Unity.” 

2. Guests/Visitors-None 

3. Roll Call-Groups in attendance: 2nd Step Group, Center City Group,  Choices Group, 

Conyngham Group, Daily Reflections Group, Freeland Group, Greater Lehighton Group, 

How It Works Group, Last Chance Group, Living Sober Group, Open Minds Women’s 

Group, Promises Group, Serenity Sunday Group, Sober Saturdays Group, Tamaqua 

Group (15/24) 

4. Tradition & Concepts 

a. Tradition 9- “A.A., as such, ought never be organized; but we may create service boards or 

committees directly responsible to those they serve.” Read and discussed by Chris R 

b. Concept 9- “Good service leaders, together with sound and appropriate methods of 

choosing them, are at all levels indispensable for our future functioning and safety. 

The primary world service leadership once exercised by the founders of A.A. must 

necessarily be assumed by the Trustees of the General Service Board of Alcoholics 

Anonymous.” Read and discussed by Steve 

5. Officers Reports 

a) DCM Report-John R-Not present.  

b) ADCM Report- Joe L.- Joe stated he has a lot to report but will be holding off until 

Workshops. 

c) Secretary Report-Lou D.-Minutes were finished today, whoever is not present I 

will email or mail them out. Did not have copies of the Service Structure printed 

for the Committee due to Internet issues.  I do have an expense report that I will 

be submitting. There was a Motion to accept Secretary Report by Chris H, Fred 

seconded.  Vote was unanimous. 

d) Treasurer’s Report-Vickie B-Opening balance is $2841.51. Contributions for the 

month were $17.00, Expenses of $25.00 for Rent for Facility, leaving a balance of 

$2833.51. Chris motioned to accept, and Lou 2nd. Vote unanimous.  

e) Intergroup Report-Do not have a Representative. Joe said he is thinking about 

taking Intergroup position. 

 

6. Group Problems, Issues, or Question on the District, Intergroup, Area, and GSO. 

a) Meghan-Sober Saturday Group-The group was informed that District was going 

to purchase books for Daily Reflections and had a concern that it was a 

violation of Traditions. Vickie stated that the District did not purchase the 

books, that Intergroup supplied them. The information was incorrect.  Chris H 

asked why Sober Saturdays felt this was a violation of Traditions. Meghan 



replied that it was part of the 7th Tradition. Chris H stated we are not using 

outside sources for funding.  If there are Groups that need help, we need to 

support them so that they survive. Frank concurred with Chris. Joe stated he 

will do some research on it. Chris stated that he wants to call GSO and get 

clarification.  There was further discussion and the matter was tabled after 

further research is completed. Chris H. had a concern. There are two issues 

here, and Chris asked that Meghan inform her group that District did not 

purchase the books, and that we research the issue at hand. 

7. Committees: 

a) Archives-Dan B-Not Present. 

b) Corrections Men-Chris H.-We are struggling for Men for both Monday and 

Wednesday. He received one more application for clearance, but please 

announce at your meetings that we need volunteers to speak mainly on 

Wednesday. So please bring this up in your groups. The numbers that Chris 

has, most of them are no good. He will be visiting with the Prison to find out of 

they have a list of names of men who are cleared to come into the prison, and 

then he can go from that to see if he can get some men to come back in. 

Doubling up will not be an option. Frank mentioned that he was approached at 

the Drug Awareness walk by a gentleman from the Christian Ministries and 

informed him that he goes in and Ministers to the Special Needs block, and he 

said they are screaming for a meeting.  Chris stated that the Special Needs 

block is one we can’t get to, because we get 15 guys coming from Medium 

Block, so we can only handle one group for now. There was a question 

regarding requirements for going into the meetings. Joe asked again that we 

announce at our meetings that we need Men volunteers for Carbon County. 

c) Corrections Women-Vickie B-Vickie stated that even though she was told the 

requirement for going to Speak or take a meeting into the prison was 2 years, 

she always accepted Volunteers that were given permission from their 

Sponsor, that it’s not always the quantity of Sobriety Time, but the quality, so 

she has had Women with 6 months attend.  She brought up that there is 

another Group bringing meetings into the Prison that has a negative view 

towards AA in respect to our belief of a Higher Power. Vickie stated she is 

stepping down at the end of the year. Joe asked that the Groups please 

announce that we will be looking for a new Chairperson for Women’s 

Corrections.  

d) Hospitals & Institutions-John R.-Not present. Chris H-has not heard anything 

and he also spoke with Representative Doyle Hefley and he is aware of the 

situation. But at this time there has been no change. 



e) Public Information-Frank B.-Attended the Senior Citizens Exposition last week. 

It was very successful and was able to network with a lot of Treatment centers 

and handed out pamphlets to Nurses and Counselors associated with them. I 

also was present at the Recovery Walk in Lehighton. The Adopt-A-Spot 

program is getting slow response. I have picked up some of the old spots. 

Regarding the books, I went to Intergroup and attempted to get new Meeting 

Lists and was told that the Secretary needed to make an official change to it in 

writing. Vickie interjected that Intergroup is not involved in printing out our 

meeting lists, and that the changes were made a long time ago. Frank, Lou, and 

Chris stated that some of the groups had only been removed a few months 

ago. Vickie restated that we need to send them the file of our updated meeting 

lists. There was much discussion about which meetings closed, and they are 

still on our list. Obviously, the meeting list is outdated. Lou D. does not have a 

digital copy of the meeting list and therefore cannot send an updated meeting 

list to Intergroup or print them out. Frank also stated he was attempting to 

pick up Pamphlets and Books, and Sy asked him how he was going to pay for 

the books. The cost would have been $265.00, and he wasn’t sure how to pay 

for them. So Frank has a Voucher or Bill for the books, a total of 36. Frank said 

he talked to John and said he would bring it up to them. He picked up 18 Living 

Sober and 18 Twelve & Twelve.  Chris asked who requested the books and 

Frank said Reflections asked for Twelve & Twelve and Big Books. Frank also 

wanted to pick up books for Choices. Chris advised that any books being picked 

up from Intergroup for Groups need to be paid for.  Vickie stated that the 

books used for Committees such as H&I or Corrections are free and paid for 

through a different channel. Frank stated that Sy called his mentor who 

advised him to Bill it to Intergroup. There was further discussion. Lou brought 

up that Promises Group was an Open Meeting. Joe stated that he went up to 

Intergroup and you can get anything you want at cost.  

f) Unity Breakfast/Workshops- Joe L- Passing around an Agenda for the 

Workshop. He thanked Chris and Monica for helping. It will be October 5th, 

2019. The time will be 8:30AM to 12:00pm. Registration will be 8:30 to 

9:30AM, Prayer and Greeting from 9:30 to 10:00; and 10:00AM to 12:00PM, in 

½ hour rotations. Topics will be Grapevine, Area 59 Archives, District 49 

Archives, Bridging the Gap, and more. Chris had a concern that Joe originally 

was going to do 15 minutes for each Workshop, but it should be ½ hour.  At 12 

Noon there will be a 50/50 drawing after the Workshops.  The plan is by 12:30 

to have everyone cleared out. Steve asked what time volunteers should show 

up, Joe suggested an hour before for setting up, putting up posters, etc. Joe 



went to Intergroup and had the Flyers, Meeting Lists, and Agendas printed up. 

Monica said name tags will also be available. Joe said speakers will have a 

different color nametag. Monica asked Vickie to print out Itineraries for the 

Workshop and make necessary changes. 

g) Grapevine-Monica-Really want to emphasize how important this Workshop 

will be, so please announce at your Home Groups and bring people with you. If 

it is successful, we plan on having another in the Winter. Get as many people 

involved as you can. I turned in $27 to Vickie to reimburse for money used to 

purchase books for the Grapevine. She is still owed $12 and will be collecting 

that. I was asked to attend an Anniversary this month but will not be able to 

attend due to other commitments, I will be attending an Anniversary at Last 

Chance next month. 

h) Website Report-Vickie B-Website is doing well, there are a bunch of new 

members join the shout out. Steve has volunteered to the Spanish version of 

the La Vinia (Grapevine?), and perhaps we can do the Spanish version of the 

Shout Out. If anyone has any suggestions, Anniversaries or Events please let 

me know. Hoping that everyone got the information on the International 

Convention in Detroit.  

i) Unity Report-Celia-Barb and Celia attended Bear Mountain this past month and 

suggested about having a GSR attend District. They will be having an 

anniversary meeting soon. I continue to attend various meetings and 

recommend they get or stay involved with District. 

8. Upcoming Events- 

a) Joe-Workshop already covered by Joe.  

9. Old Business-  

a) Joe L-Structure Manual. Being tabled again. I would really like to get this off 

our plate. Re-read it, come with ideas, questions, and concerns. We will take 

the first ½ hour reviewing and adopting it. Chris made a motion to table it, it 

was 2nd and Voted Yea Unanimous. 

10. New Business-  

a) None  

11. Motion to Close- Joe asked for a motion to Close, Frank 2nd. Closed with- I am 

Resposnible. 

 

Yours in Service 

Lou D 

 

aadistrict49secretary@gmail.com 
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