
District 49 Minutes Friday March 8th, 2019
1. John R opened w/ “The Serenity Prayer” & “The Declaration of Unity.”
2. Guests/Visitors-2 New GSR’s-Lou (Promises Group) & Dave (Daily Reflections)
3. Roll Call-Groups in attendance: Center City Group, Choices Group, Conyngham Group,

Daily Reflections Group, Greater Lehighton Group, How It Works Group, Last Chance
Group, Living Sober Group, Open Minds Women’s Group, Promises Group, Recovery-
Unity-Service Group, Serenity Sunday Night Group, Singleness of Purpose Group, Sober
Saturdays Group (14/24)

4. Tradition & Concepts
a) Tradition 3-The only requirement for AA membership is a desire to stop drinking-

Read and discussed by Joe L.-There was much discussion about the Unity of AA
and of another 12 Step Fellowship by several members.

b) Concept 3-As a traditional means of creating and maintaining a clearly defined
working relation between the groups, the Conference, the A.A. General Service
Board and its several service corporations, staffs, committees and executives, and
of thus insuring their effective leadership, it is here suggested that we endow each
of these elements of world service with a traditional “Right of Decision.” Read
and discussed by Frank-We are here as GSR’s to make decisions, and our Groups
trusted us to make those decisions, and if we keep saying “I don’t know, I need to
check with the Group”, we wind up going back and forth and back and forth and
things don’t get done. We have the right to make the decisions, unless it is
something very important, we make those decisions as a Trusted servant on
behalf of our Groups and at every level.

5. Officers Reports
a) DCM Report-John R-Will be going to Intergroup this week, on Tuesday, and the

following Sunday will be attending a District Meeting in Scranton, I was
assigned by the GSO Panel to promote Public Information. Asked in anyone had
any Bridging the Gap forms.  Joe L spoke on the purpose of Bridging the Gap,
to help folks who are being released from prison or Treatment to have a contact
to get to an AA meeting within the first 24hrs. Asked if there are any Groups
that have Group Change of Information forms in order to get the new GSR’s
registered and get them their information packets from GSO. Vickie B Motion
to accept and Dan 2nd. Accepted

b) ADCM Report- Joe L.-Not much going on this past month. John and I have a list
of Dark meetings we would like to attend, hopefully 3 by the next District
meeting. We will be asking if they can elect a GSR to attend the upcoming
District Meetings. Dan said that he would be attending the Saturday Night Live
group and will ask if they have anyone who can participate in District.

c) Secretary Report-Lou D.-I apologize for the minutes being late, I brought hard
copies and emailed out to whoever I had an email address for but did not snail
mail them out this past month. I have a couple minor changes to minutes. Linda
motioned to accept, Megan 2nd. Accepted.

d) Treasurer’s Report-Vickie B B.- she handed a copy of report. Deposits=$247.00,
Expenses $95.63. Balance of $903.73. See attached District 49 Treasure’s
Report. Created an Expense Report form for Officers. Would like the form
approved. Fred asked if the Restaurant was paid in full for the Unity Breakfast.
Dan stated a deposit was made for $250. Lou asked if the Expense form should
be added to new business as a call to order, or if it can be voted on now. John
asked Expense form to be placed under New Business #1. Frank motion to
accept report, Dan 2nd. Accepted

e) Intergroup Report-Do not have an Intergroup Representative at this time. John
got a phone number and requested some supplies for Public Information.  John



got a phone number and requested some supplies for Public Information.  John
said he was going up there this week.
 

6. Group Problems, Issues, or Question on the District, Intergroup, Area, and GSO.
a) No issues brought up.  Lou D-Brought up under New Business-brought up that

the Greater Lehighton is struggling with an individual who is expressing a lot of
Religious beliefs and identifying as being in Recovery and that he used to be an
Alcoholic but now he is not. Vickie B said she has a description of what AA is
and what AA isn’t. You can also shut down the individual. They can talk about
their Higher Power but not about Religion, Bible, Scripture, etc. John asked to
put it under New Business.

7. Committees:
a) Archives-Need Chairperson-John explained that it’s basically a commitment to

take care of the History of the District. Dan asked if Archives could be brought
up to Unity Breakfast. John or Lou said they can bring it. It was also brought up
by Dan that Lehigh Valley has a nice display-contact LV Intergroup. John said
that we would get Dan the LV Intergroup information about coming to the Unity
Breakfast.

b) Corrections Men-No Chair-however John said that there may be someone
stepping up into that position. It’s a mess right now with Men attending
sporadically

c) Corrections Women-Vickie B is the temporary contact, everyone is plugged in
and is very organized. Vickie B has been handling sending in the forms for
approval to the Prison. She asked if someone could step up and take half of the
responsibility due to her eyesight and not being able to drive at Night. She can
only drive in the Summer. Megan said she would help Vickie B.

d) Hospitals & Institutions-No Chair-currently still suspended-Dan looking for
books for Hickory Run Youth Forestry Camp #2, in White Haven. Has been in
contact with Counselor there, was wondering if he could get books for the
facility. John said that Intergroup should be able to help. Frank mentioned that it
is a Corrections facility. Vickie B said requests should be sent to Intergroup.
John said he would pick up books when he goes to Intergroup. Dan asked about
taking meetings to the Camp. John said he would look at the Structure Manual.
Megan mentioned that Intergroup could also help with how to handle a Youth
Corrections Facility. Dan mentioned that it would probably be a very strict
environment. Vickie B suggested that Dan could co-ordinate with the new
Men’s Corrections Chair. This way if you need more volunteers and
organization. It is just a Male facility. Dan said he would not be able to Chair
the committee, but he would be willing to take meetings in. Lehighton Hospital
meeting is still on hold, getting nowhere fast. Can’t even get John in. St. Lukes
has very strict rules.

e) Public Information-No Chair-John has stuff for Adopt-A-Spot. Frank was asking
about the position. He said if he can get an explanation of the job he would do
it, but he wants to see what the responsibilities are. Lou gave Frank the District
Structure Manual. Dan spoke about a gentleman who handled PI. John said he
has a box or two full of kits for Adopt-A-Spot. Frank B. accepted the position.
John asked Vickie B to make up a few flyers for adopt a Spot and have Frank as
a contact. John thanked Frank for his service

f) Unity Breakfast/Workshops-Dan B.- Everything is going well, ticket sales have
been very brisk, Bill B has taken a lot of tickets to Mountain Top and Wilkes
Barre. There are two speakers, Jeff B. from Carbondale Area and Gayle D from
Wilkes Barre. Deadline is March 23rd. Anyone who has tickets please get us a
count on tickets sold, contact Dan and arrange for him to gather up tickets and
money. John asked if there was a Maximum capacity. There were 200 printed, it
was mentioned that it was in the 200 range. John asked for an estimate of the
amount of tickets sold already, Dan said he believes 100 have been sold. There
will be another meeting on at Center City Group Sunday, March 10th at  at



will be another meeting on at Center City Group Sunday, March 10th at  at
11:00AM, before the scheduled AA meeting. John asked if we start getting close
to capacity, let Vickie B know so she can put it on the Shout Out. Dan said if
they run out of tickets for this year, they can use some of the Tickets from last
years and just scratch the name out. Dan also reminded the Groups about the
Baskets. Joe L mentioned that he was contacted by a member of PI of Area 59,
offering to bring a display to the Breakfast. John suggested that he could also
ask him about bringing the same display to the Workshop as well.
Joe L-Workshop in Conyngham-reached out to his Group and they are on board.
They need to come up with a date as there is a ton of stuff going on with the
Church. Joe was thinking that April is too close and he is leaning more towards
the Fall, perhaps early October, as there is too much going on during summer
and kids back to school in September. He was thinking one of the first 2
Saturdays in October. Dan said the same thing, too much going on in the
summer and we would be better off looking at October. Joe also said we could
have multiple workshops as there are several rooms and was planning it to be a
Luncheon. Perhaps Bridging the Gap, Sponsorship, and perhaps a Speaker.
John said as we get closer to the date, have flyers made and get the ball rolling.

g) Grapevine-Not Present
h) Website Report-Vickie B-migrating control of meeting guide app over to World

Services. Will be taking notes from video meetings. If the groups have any
comments or suggestions please forward them to Vickie B. Also, all the forms
and flyers that are on brought up at District are available on the Website.

i) Unity Report-Waiting on the weather to clear in order to take some road trips to
Dark Meetings.


8. Upcoming Events-H&H Dance

 
9. Old Business- Megan-some people in her group want to continue mailing the minutes.

John spoke to the Groups concern based on the District deciding to not send minutes to
Groups who do not attend. The intent was to bring some of the Dark Groups back in.
Vickie B mentioned that the Committee decided not to publish the minutes as well.
Megan stated that several people were concerned, that they thought if they were getting
the minutes it might make them interested. Dan and John pointed out that GSR’s were
reporting on the District meetings while they never attended the meeting. Fred mentioned
that the only Groups not getting them were Groups that had not attended. Megan
mentioned that one person was also very concerned that they were not on the website.
Lou from the How It Works Group. He said there were several members who were
concerned. He stated that the Group discussed it and that he did some research and they
feel that Traditions are being violated by not sending the minutes out. It states in our
Service Manual that the Secretary is to take down minutes and distributed. In Traditions,
it states that we are Trusted Servants, we do not Govern. We cannot say if you are not
showing up you cannot have minutes. He pointed out that within the first 5 Traditions we
are in violation by not distributing them to all Groups. There was much discussion on the
topic, Lou from How it Works Group then made a motion to rescind the previous motion
regarding the distribution of minutes, and Frank 2nd. The vote was unanimous.
Lou D.-brought up Old Business of printing meeting lists. Vickie B stated that she has not
completed this task but will use Intergroup to get more made for the time being. Dan
mentioned about a printer he used for the Flyers, Vickie B stated that Area (Intergroup)
will run off all the Meeting lists we need but we need to get there early on Tuesday. You
will need to go to the bookstore first in Pittston. Megan said contact Tammy H about
getting contacts before heading up there. John said we are also looking for a Printer to
make flyers.

 
10. New Business-

1. New Expense Form-Voted on-Unanimous
 

11. Motion to Close-Linda motion, Fred 2nd. Closed with- I am Responsible



11. Motion to Close-Linda motion, Fred 2nd. Closed with- I am Responsible
 
Yours in Service
Lou D
 

aadistrict49secretary@gmail.com
                                         
             


